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‘Learning together hand in hand with our friend Jesus.’ 

 

 

At the heart of Catholic education in St Mary and St Michael lies the Christian vision of the human 
person. Religious education is never simply one subject among many, but the foundation of our 
entire educational process. The beliefs and values studied in Catholic religious education inspire 
and draw together every aspect of the life of our school. 

As a Catholic school, we aim to provide the best possible education, where the teachings of Christ 
inform all our efforts and the way we treat each other. We provide an orderly, safe environment in 
which effort and personal success are rewarded, special gifts are catered for and individual needs 
are met. 

St. Mary & St Michael Catholic Primary School aims are: 

• To have a broad and balanced curriculum which is innovative, creative and relevant; that 

develops the progression of skills, knowledge and practical abilities that will enable our pupils to 

become confident, independent life-long learners. 

• To help pupils appreciate all forms of human achievement. 

• To help pupils understand the world in which they live and to recognise the inter-dependence of 

individuals, groups and nations. 

• To be responsible citizens who make a positive contribution to society, whilst holding on to their 

Christian values and duty to care for all in God’s world. 

 



 

 

 

Religious Education at St Mary and St Michael Primary School 
 

 
Religious education is central to our mission at St Mary and St Michael Primary School. In the 

heart of Catholic education lies the Christian vision of the human person and this vision is 

expressed in religious education within our school. 

All pupils have the right to receive an overall education which will enable them, in the light of 

faith of the Church, to engage with the deepest questions of life and find reasons for the hope 

which is within them. Religious Education is, then, the core subject in a Catholic School.1 

Within our school Religious Education will allow children to develop their knowledge and 

understanding of the mystery of God and of Jesus Christ, of the Church, and of the central 

beliefs which Catholics uphold. 

Our Mission Statement, ‘Learning together hand in hand with our friend Jesus’ underpins all 

aspects of life at St Mary and St Michael and brings everyone together. 

Our Vision for Catholic Religious Education: - 

‘is religiously literate young people who have the knowledge, understanding and for their age 

and capacity – to think spiritually, ethically and theologically, and who are aware of the demands 

of religious commitment in everyday life.’2 

Religious Education in our school will be challenging, allowing the children to interact and 

engage with adults and the area of study, thereby fostering children’s understanding of the 

mystery of Christ and its application in their daily lives. Religious Education will be tailored to 

suit the needs of all learners affirming the Catechism of the Catholic Church, ‘...must suit their 

words to the maturity and understanding of their hearers.’ 3 

Religious Education permeates the whole life of our school. It is the heart of everything that we 

do, enriching and informing all members of our school community with the light of the Gospel. 

‘Its primary purpose is to bring young people to a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 Statement on Religious Education in Catholic Schools – issued by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England 
and Wales. 
2 Religious Education, Curriculum Directory for Catholic Schools – Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, 
page 10. 
3 Catechism of the Catholic Church, 24. 



 

 

 

Home, School and Parish Partnership 

The Catholic vision of education inspires and encourages the beliefs and values which are lived 

out in the daily life of our school. We recognise that the primary educators of the children in our 

care are their parents. 

Our curriculum overviews informs parents of what the children will cover in Religious Education 

and our termly diary dates and weekly newsletter inform parents of any specific events, feasts or 

celebrations that may be pending. 

Parents are invited to attend our school liturgies, assemblies and celebrations. The school is 

closely connected to our Parish and the children visit the Parish during the academic year and 

are encouraged to become involved in Parish activities. The Parish priest regularly visits our 

school and celebrates year group masses in school.  

Curriculum Content 

We adhere to the Curriculum Directory guidelines and learning outcomes The core of our 

curriculum is based on the scheme The Way, The Truth and The Life which ensures progression 

and meaningful learning across the key stages and year groups within the school. In addition the  

new Age Related Standards issued by the diocese of Westminster are used to support planning 

and assessment. Key driver words are used to ensure children are being taught the skills for 

their phase. 

In addition to The Way, The Truth and The Life, the school will hold a Multi-faith focus in Religion 

in autumn and summer term where children explore Judaism, Islam, Sikhism or Hinduism. 

The school will deliver a variety of teaching and learning strategies, within religion, from across 

the curriculum adapted appropriately to the needs and learning styles of all pupils. 

Home Learning 

The vast majority of our parents said they do not want homework for their children so we have 

adapted our home learning policy to only include reading, spellings and times tables. However 

children have the option to complete RE homework once every half term. 

Monitoring 

The RE Leader and SLT will monitor the quality of teaching and learning through book scrutinies, 

lesson observation, planning and pupil discussions. 

Time Allocation 

Within our school religious education occupies at least ten per cent of curriculum time. This 

does not include Collective Worship. 

Inclusion 

Every child, regardless of their background, race, gender, academic ability or additional need is 

valued for themselves and their unique contribution to the school community. 5 

 



 

 

 

 

Special Educational Needs 

As in other areas Religious Education will take account of the diversity in attainment of all 

children. It is the duty of all in our Catholic community to value and support each other. 

Contributions from children with differing academic and physical disabilities are welcomed and 

valued without distinction. 

 

Marking, Assessment, Monitoring and Recording 
 
In line with the school’s marking policy all work needs to be marked and kept up to date. 
Comments should reflect the learning intention and success criteria and address key 
misconceptions. Not every piece of work will have a written comment. 

 

The children’s work will be assessed throughout the year using formative assessment strategies. 

In addition a selection of the children’s work will be marked and assessed against Age Related 

Expectations in accordance with the Diocese6. 

Moderation of children’s work takes place throughout the year at a; school; inter-school; deanery 

and diocesan level. 

Monitoring of teaching and learning follows the school Teaching, Learning and Assessment 

policy and the school’s monitoring timetable. 

Progress and achievement in Religious Education is recorded by the class teacher, moderated 

and recorded on the school’s tracker. 

 
 

Management of the subject 

The RE Leader has responsibility for leading, managing and supporting the delivery of and 

training in Religious Education. 

The RE Leader and RE Team will be responsible for:- 

Working with senior leaders on the monitoring of teaching and learning, planning and standards 

through lesson observations and work scrutinies in line with school practice. 

Organising in-house moderation, staff training and development. Self-evaluation to identify 

strengths and areas for development. 

Ensuring the curriculum offered is appropriate, suitable and relevant to pupils’ needs and 

interests. 

Attending appropriate staff training and keeping up to date with current thinking, policy and 

developments and feeding back to staff. 

Identifying training needs of staff to ensure their suitability to teach effective Religious Education. 

Supporting and advising colleagues in the delivery of Religious Education. 

Liaising with the Headteacher, Governors, parents, the Education Service on matters relating to 

Religious Education. 

Auditing, managing and developing resources within a given budget. 

Ensuring all teaching staff have one annual RE Performance Management Target. RE is an 

integral part of the School Development Plan. 


