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Worship within our School community 
 

“Among the characteristics which make a Catholic school distinctive is that the school 

community is given the opportunity to express the life of faith in acts of religion, through personal 

and liturgical prayer.”1
 

All members of our school community are encouraged to live out our Mission Statement, 
 

‘Learning together hand in hand with our friend Jesus.’ 

 
Liturgy 
Liturgy is a public sign of our faith, the praise and worship of God, allowing all members of our 
school community to proclaim the mystery of our faith. Through liturgy within our school, children 
will ‘develop the spirit of community celebration.’2 It is the right and duty of all the baptised, both 
adults and children to celebrate in Liturgy3 and we recognise this when coming together to 
celebrate. 

 
Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Liturgy of the Eucharist is the source and summit of the Church’s life and our lives. At the 
beginning of each term the whole school will gather to celebrate Mass within the school. The 
whole school community, children and adults, will gather together throughout the year to 
celebrate Mass on feast days and in Key Stage 2 as individual classes they celebrate Mass 
within the school. The children and adults celebrate Mass during the year in St Mary and St 
Michael Parish Church. 

 
Liturgy of the Word 
Throughout the year the children will gather to celebrate the Liturgy of the Word. Liturgies will 
be adapted for the children within our school leading them into full, conscious and active 
participation in the liturgy. 

 

 
Preparing to celebrate Liturgy 
All members of our school community are encouraged to participate showing the necessary 
reverence and respect due. The Liturgies are framed by the liturgical year and will have a 
prayer focus point(s). Our Liturgies are prepared through discussion with the children, adults 
and clergy involved who will have a special ministry in them. 

 
Acts of Worship 
These take place in a variety of groupings each day and are used to reinforce the Catholic ethos 
of our school and to continue to develop the children’s knowledge of the religion topic being 
studied, particular saints and significant events that take place during that part of the liturgical 
year. 

 

Prayer Focus 
Within each class there is a prayer focus, situated where it can be easily seen by the children. 
The prayer focus provides the children with a focus during prayer in class. The prayer focus 
should reflect the Liturgical Season and should be changed regularly. Evidence of the children’s 
work should also be displayed either around the prayer focus or on a separate religion display. 

 

 

1 Christ at the Centre, Archdiocese of Birmingham 2006 page 6 
2 Directory of Masses with Children, paragraph 29 
3 Liturgy of the Word with Children Guidelines 



Prayer 
Each morning begins with a prayer and the day ends with a prayer. The children and adults are 
encouraged to pray and space is made available for them to pray within the school and the 
school grounds. Opportunities are given for prayer in a variety of ways and contexts. The need 
for preparation for prayer is explained to the children throughout the school and children are 
given the time to prepare and settle for prayer. 

 
Community Links 
Families are invited to join us in a number of our school Liturgies, together with school 
Governors and those connected with our school through association or from the community. 

 
All children are invited and encouraged to be involved in Parish events. 

 
Faith Friends 
The Faith Friends will lead prayer across the school, lead on events to support the Common 
Good and be a vital link between school, parish and home. 



Appendix 1 - Liturgical Seasons 

 
Advent (purple) begins on the Sunday 4 weeks before 25 December. 
‘A season of waiting, preparation and expectation.’ 

 
Christmastide (White/Gold) begins on Christmas Eve and ends on the Baptism of the Lord, the 
Sunday after Epiphany (12 days after Christmas) (Feast of Candlemas – 2 February) 

 
Ordinary Time (Green) period between end of Christmastide and beginning of Lent. 

 
Lent (Purple) begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on the evening of Maundy Thursday – 40 
days. 
‘A period of preparation and penance’ 

 
Paschal Triduum – 3 days from Maundy Thursday culminating in the Easter Vigil. Continuous 
Liturgy. 

 
Easter (White/Gold) begins on Easter Sunday until Pentecost (red) – 50 days, includes the feast 
of the Ascension. 

 
Ordinary Time – resumes after Trinity Sunday (week after Pentecost) and ends when Advent 
begins 

 
 
 

 


