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NEWSLETTER 19 9th Feburary 2024

Dear Parents and carers

It’s been a busy last week of the half term. 

On Wednesday, Year 1 visited The Science Museum as part of their science learning. 
This afternoon 5A presented their class assembly on Chinese New Year.

We are saying farewell to Mrs. Wilson, who embarks on a new teaching journey in Essex. We extend 
our gratitude for every heart she has touched, for the love and support she has shown to every child at 
St Mary and St Michael. Our heartfelt wishes accompany her as she ventures into this new chapter of 
her life.

Today Year 6 are on their way home from Ashford, after an action-packed activity week at Kingswood 
Activity Centre. Ms Hamilton and I were lucky enough to join them for the day on Wednesday and it was 
good to see them all enjoying themselves and trying out lots of new activities and facing challenges with 
courage and enthusiasm. Thank you to Ms Clough, Ms Kerrigan, Ms Donaghy, Mr Green, Mr Obiri, Ben 
and Ellie who have spent the whole week with the children. I am very grateful that we have staff willing 
to give up their own time so that Year 6 have the opportunity to experience a residential trip, which will 
become a life- long memory. 

Chinese New Year

This Saturday, 10th February, is the beginning of the Chinese New Year. 
The Chinese calendar is based on the lunar year so the date of 
Chinese New Year changes every year. 

The Chinese New Year is the most important Chinese holiday and is a time of feasting with the family, 
celebration, fireworks and gift giving. It is a 15 day holiday, beginning on the first day of a new moon and 
ending with the full moon on the day of the Lantern Festival. 

The Chinese calendar follows a 12 year pattern, with each year named after an animal. 2024 is the Year 
of the Dragon. There are various stories which explain this. 

5A performed a very informative Assembly today about the story where Buddha asked the animals to 
have a race and named a year after each of them in the order that they finished the race, starting with 
the Rat, followed by the Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Ram, Monkey, Rooster, Dog and Pig. 
Well done and thank you 5A

On Saturday, 3rd February myself and Mrs Hannan were 
invited to celebrate Chinese New Year with Tower Hamlets 
Chinese Independent school at the Royal Mint Court. It was 
a wonderful occasion where we had the opportunity to take 
part in lots of different activities e.g. dumpling making, archery, 
calligraphy. We ended the day with lots of delicious treats. 
Thank you to Mr Zhang for inviting us. 
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Online-Safety
Fortnite 
Fortnite is rated PEGI 12 for frequent mild violence which means it is not suitable for persons 
under 12 years of age. 

What is Fortnite? 
There are different versions of Fortnite, including a free-to-play Battle Royale game (although money can 
be spent within the game) where up to one hundred players compete against each other. 

What do I need to be aware of? 
• Chatting to strangers and inappropriate language: Fortnite contains voice 
and text chat. Due to the nature of the game, your child may be chatting to 
strangers and may hear inappropriate language. Ensure your child knows 
how to report players for any inappropriate behaviour. 
• In app purchases: All users can purchase V-Bucks directly through the game. This currency can be 
used to purchase items in the Fortnite store so make sure you don’t store your payment details within the 
game/device and restrict purchases.

 Parental Controls
 Fortnite includes several parental controls to help you make it a safer environment for your child including 
disabling voice chat, filtering language and setting privacy settings. Also, remember to set up age-ap-
propriate parental controls on the device your child is playing on. 

Further information 
Virgin Media outline how to set up the different parental controls available: 
https://www.virginmedia.com/blog/parental-controls/gaming-fortnite

Year 2W ‘The Little red Hen’
The children from 2W made sure that Mrs 
Wilson will never forget them by performing
a farewell production of The Little Red Hen. It
was a beautiful story about friendship and for-
giveness and the children did a brilliant job.

Pancake Day
The cooking club enjoyed flipping pancakes this week. Next week Tuesday, 13th February is Shrove 
Tuesday, which is the traditional feast day before the start of Lent on Ash Wednesday. Lent is the 40 days 
leading up to Easter and is a time of fasting.

Have a good half term holiday and I look forward to seeing you all safe and sound on 
Monday 19th February.

Blessings
Sue-Helen Steyn
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Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2

Emily Mabel Zenai

Logan Charlie-Jay Mateus

Dmytro Ava 2W

Aliza Ray

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Jibril Hector Inaaya Lucia, Beshay

Jace Leela Anthesa Nimatalah, Saifa

Zayan Mishack Macie-Mae Jaeden, Claudia

Abu Faiyed 4G Raihan Hassan, Dolly, Zahra

GOLD AWARDS WINNERS

CP 80.9%

BF 94.9%

LB 95.2%

1A 78.0%

1P 88.7%

2F 86.7%

2W 91.0%

3A 93.8%

3F 90.7%

4A 88.3%

4G 91.1%
5A 97.2%
5B 94.1%
6D 94.5%
6K 91.0%

Attendance Autum Term 
29/01/24-02/02/24 House Points 

This week winning houses is
St Cyril with 175 points. 

Congratulations 

   St Cyril (yellow)     St Elizabeth (green)    St Lawrence (red)    St Josephine (blue)

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Ty-Jordan Joshua Violet

Callum Amelia Dre’Mari

Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Ahnaf Laurianne

Gracie Kathleen

Handwriting Award Winners

Our Attendance 
H.E.R.O this week:

5A 

Overall: 90.7%

Upcoming Events

Tuesday 20th Feb:   6D Ice Skating
Wednesday 21th Feb:  4A Ice Skating 


